IN THE CLAIMS 

The following is a complete listing of the claims, and replaces all earlier 
listings and all earlier versions. 



Claim 1 (currently amended): An image processing apparatus comprising: 

a communicator for performing two-way communications, via a 
communication line, with an image output unit that includes an update unit for updating 
condition information indicating a condition of the image output unit and a memory for 
storing the condition information, wherein the condition information is obtained by 
forming color patches and measuring colors on the color patches; 

an input unit for inputting an image output instruction to be 
communicated to the image output unit via the communication line; 

an acquisition unit for acquiring the condition information stored in 
the memory of the image output unit by utilizing said communicator to provide two-way 
communication, in response to the image output instruction from said input unit; and 

an image processor for performing a color conversion process on 
image data and a calibration processing of process on the converted image data comprising 
pixels, [[each]] having a bit length, in accordance with the condition information acquired 
by said acquisition unit, 

wherein said image processor decreases [[a]] the bit length for each 
pixel of the calibrated image data processed by said image processor in accordance with the 
condition information and then outputs the bit-length-decreased image data to the image 
output unit via [[a]] the communication line. 



Claim 2 (previously presented): The apparatus according to claim 1 , 
wherein the image output unit further includes: 
' an engine unit; and 

a condition acquisition unit for automatically acquiring the condition 
information in accordance with a change in status of the engine unit, wherein the acquired 
condition information is stored in the memory of the image output unit. 

Claim 3 (previously presented): The apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein the condition information is a measurement result of a plurality of patches 
outputted by the image output unit. 



wherein said image processor converts image data into multi-valued data corresponding to 
a type of a recording medium used in the image output unit, and performs calibration 
processing in accordance with the condition information. 



Claim 4 (previously presented): The apparatus according to claim 1, 




Claim 5 (canceled) 



Claim ft (previously presented): The apparatus according to claim 1, further 




comprising: 



a user interface for setting whether or not the image processing is to 



be done in accordance with the condition information. 



Claim J ( ^thuraw ftj:* An image processing apparatus connected, via a 
communication network, with a host computer and a plurality of image output units, each 
image output unit adapted to perform a function of updating condition information of the 
image output unit, the condition information being obtained by forming color patches and 
measuring colors on the color patches, said apparatus comprising: 

an input unit for inputting the condition information updated by the plurality 
of image output units; 

a memory for storing the inputted condition information in association with 
each of the plurality of image output units; 



a transmitter for transmitting the stored condition information to the host 

A- 

computer in accordance with a request for acquiring the condition information issued by 
the host computer; and 

a management unit for managing an image output job of the host computer, 
wherein the condition information is obtained by forming color patches and 
measuring colors on the color patches, 

i - wherein thc - host computer perfo r ms calibration processing of imag e data 
oompnsing pixels, each having a bit lengthe n accordance with the condition information 
transmitted by said transmitter, 

. wherein the ho st mmpntor riccrcrae s- i hit Irmpth for oaeh pixel of cal i brated 
■ image data-processed in accordance with the condition information and then outputs the 
bit-length-decreased image data to the image output unit via a communication line, and 

wherein each of the plurality of image output units outputs an image based 
on the image data processed by the host computer. 
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Clapn |jf (j^ithdrawu^: The apparatus according to claim jr, further 
comprising a second management unit for managing an image output job for an image 



output unit. 

Claim y ^rtttdrawa): The apparatus according to claim 7, wherein each of 
the plurality of image output units comprises: 
an engine unit; 

a condition acquisition unit for automatically acquiring the condition 
information in accordance with a change in status of the engine unit; and 

a memory for storing the acquired condition information. 

Claim Ip ( withdrawn ): The apparatus according to claim p 9 further 

comprising: 

a user interface for setting whether or not image processing is to be 
done in accordance with the condition information. 

A). fWtfo**M 

Claim VI (wtthdfawft): An image processing method for performing image 
processing in a network system to which an image output apparatus, a server, and a 
network terminal are connected, said method comprising: 
in the image output apparatus: 

a condition measurement step, of updating condition information by 
forming color patches and measuring colors on the color patches; and 

a notification step, of notifying the server of the updated condition 

information, 



in the server: 

a storage step, of storing th frii p ri nfr»ri i*»miri«itipn infn i Tnition in 
accordance with notification from the image output apparatus in correspondence with a 
type of the image output apparatus; and 

a management step, of managing an image output job, and 
in the network terminal: 

an input step, of inputting an image output instruction of a user; 

an acquisition step, of acquiring the updated condition information 
stored in the server in response to the image output instruction; and 

>an calibrat i on prooooaing-o to ^ o f pcifoimiag calibration procos fl mg - 
■ e f image Jala cumpming pl^ela, each having a^ttUe sgth, using an calibration processing 
condition in accordance with the updated condition information wherein wift calibration- 

-prm TRS ing S try H'" i r , IV n r [ n V h lt length fT "n n h pivol <^^1ijhrntnrl imnpp n^fg prnrp<reP*Lm 

accordancewit^^ and then outputs the bit-length-decreased image 

data-te^tfrenmage output unit via a commuriicatioB-litter- - " 



m L2 (withdrawn): A 



Claim ^ (wrthdrawn): An image processing method performed in a server 

connected, via a communication network, with a host computer and a plurality of image 

output units, each image output unit adapted to perform a function of updating condition 

information indicating a condition of the image output unit, said method comprising: 

an input step, of inputting an image output instruction; 

an acquisition step, of acquiring the.condition information stored in 

a— - 

the image output unit by utilizing two-way communications, in response to the image 
output instruction; and 



~~sfi biuigc dUUTCumprioing p i xcl&reach having a bit length in accordance with the condition 
information acquired in said acquisition step*whp rHn sfnHrgljh^ processing st , g p 
decreases a bit length for^ch-pfi^rofcalibrated image data processed in accordance with 
the conditiorrinformation and then outputs the bit-length-decreased image data to the 



dm m (withdrawn): An ima; 



Claim lB (withdrawn): An image processing method performed in a server 
connected, via a communication network, with a host computer and a plurality of image 
output units, each image output unit adapted to perform a function of updating condition 
information of the image output unit, said method comprising: 

an input step, of inputting the condition information updated by the 
plurality of image output units; 

a storage step, of storing the inputted condition information in 
association with each of the plurality of image output units; 

a transmission step, of transmitting the stored condition information 
to the host computer in accordance with a request for acquiring the condition information 
issued by the host computer; and 

a management step, of managing an image output job of the host 

computer, 

wherein the condition information is obtained by forming color 
patches and measuring colors on the color patches, 
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w -wh eieiii t h e ltt^skso m putor porforma oalibration processing of imag e 

. % 

jdata tuilipiiijillg pixels, OQGk having - a bit length y in accordance with the condition 
information transmitted in said transmission step, 

=jirjhg^ Mil 1i n^lli frn P^h^f^ 

j^librated image data processed in accordance with the condition information and then 
outputs the bit-length-decreased image data to the image output unit via a communication 
line, and 

wherein each of the plurality of image output units outputs an image 
based on the image data processed by the host computer. 

\V ft 

U ^ Claim ]f4 (currently amended): A computer-readable storage medium that 

stores a program for implementing, by a computer, an image processing method, the 
program comprising: 

code for a communication step, of performing two-way 
communications, via a communication line, with an image output unit that includes an 
update unit for updating condition information indicating a condition of the image output 
unit and a memory for storing the condition information, wherein the condition information 
is obtained by forming color patches and measuring colors on the color patches; 

code for an input step, of inputting an image output instruction; 
w code for an acquisition step, of acquiring the^c^^f&^information 

stored in the image output unit by utilizing the two-way communications, in response to 
the image output instruction; and 

code for [[an]] a conversion and calibration processing step, of 
performing color conversion on image data and calibrating the converted calibra t ion 
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V 



pr ocessing of image data comprising pixels , [[each]] having a bit length, in accordance 
with the condition information acquired by the acquisition step, 

wherein said calibration processing step dec r eases a the bit length 
for each pixel of the calibrated image data A processed in accordance with the condition 
information , is decreased and then [[outputs]] the bit-length-decreased image data is 
outputted to the image output unit via [[a]] the communication line. 



n ( withdrawn ): A computer-r 



Claim lyD ( withdrawn ): A computer-readable storage medium that stores a 
program for an image processing method performed by a server connected, via a 
communication network, with a host computer and a plurality of image output units, each 
image output unit adapted to perform a function of updating condition information of the 
image output unit, the program comprising: 

code for an input step, of inputting the condition information 
updated by the plurality of image output units; 

code for a storage step, of storing the inputted condition information 
in association with each of the plurality of image output units; 

code for a transmission step, of transmitting jthc stored condition 
information to the host computer in accordance with a request for acquiring the condition 
information issued by the host computer; and 

code for a management step, of managing an image output job of the 

host computer, 

wherein the condition information is obtained by forming color 
patches and measuring colors on the color patches, 
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. where i n tho hoot oomputcr ■ porformo calibration - prooooaing of image 
dat a comprising pixola, oach having a bM e ngth , in accordance with the condition 
information transmitted by the transmission step, 



0& k 



whftrfrin tljftJttwtTmripmpr nf*rrm , ^ft-bit len gth for each pixel of 



calibrated image data processed in accordance with the condition information and then 
outputs the bit-length-decreased image data to the image output unit via a communication 
line, and 

wherein each of the plurality of image output units outputs an image 
based on the image data processed by the host computer. 

lb 

Claim |6 (new): An image processing system for performing image 
processing comprising: 

means for managing an image output job; 

means for communicating with an image output unit; 

means for updating condition information indicating a condition of 
the image output unit by f o rming color pntrhen-nnd mfrnm i ri n c r^ l m th^ r^W pnH™ ft , 
whcreiir the image output unit transmits a notification that the condition information has 
^ beeir upda ted^ 

means for storing the updated condition information in accordance 

\ 

with the notification; 

means for inputting an image output instruction from a user; and 
means for performing a color conversion on image data and 
calibrating the converted image data, having a bit length, using a calibration processing 
condition in accordance with the updated condition information in response to the image 
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output instruction from the user, wherein the bit length of the calibrated image data, 
processed in accordance with the condition information, is decreased and then the bit- 
length-decreased image data is outputted to the image output unit. 



urn l//(ne 



Claim Iff (new): An image processing method comprising: 

a communication step, of performing two-way communications, via 
a communication line, with an image output unit, the image output unit includes an update 
unit for updating condition information indicating a condition of the image output unit and 
a memory for storing the condition information, wherein the condition information is 
obtained by forming color patches and measuring colors on the color patches; 

an input step, of inputting an image output instruction to be 
communicated to the image output unit via the communication line; 

an acquisition step, of acquiring th^condition information stored in 



the memory of the image output unit by utilizing the two-way communications, in response 
to the image output instruction inputted in said input step; and 

a^ conversion and calibration process step, of performing a color 
conversion process on image data and calibrating the converted image data, having a bit 
length, in accordance with the condition information acquired in said acquisition step, 
wherein the bit length of the calibrated image data, processed in 
accordance with the condition information, is decreased and then the bit-length-decreased 
image data is outputted to the image output unit via the communication line. 
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Claim ly/(new): The method according to claim ^/JvSerein the image 
output unit further includes: 

an engine unit, and 

the method further includes a condition acquisition step, of 
automatically acquiring the condition information in accordance with a change in status of 
the engine unit, wherein the acquired condition information is stored in the memory of the 
image output unit. 

/ ® ,/f> 

Claim 1)9 (new): The method according to claim If, wherein the condition 
information is a measurement result of a plurality of patches outputted by the image output 
unit. 

/ ft 

Claim ?0 (new): The method according to claim \p, wherein said 
conversion and calibration process step includes converting image data into multi-valued 
data corresponding to a type of a recording medium used in the image output unit, and 
performing calibration processing in accordance with the condition information. 

Claim 21 (new): The method according to claim 1/7, further comprising: 
a set step, of setting whether or not the image processing is to be 
done in accordance with the condition information. 
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